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#7 (physical description)

JOPLIN UNION DEPOT

Joplin Union Depot is located approximately 400 feet north-east of the
intersection of Main Street and Broadway, in Joplin, Missouri. The station

is situated at the foot of a slope that terminates at Joplin Creek. The long-
axis.of the depot parallels a series of yard tracks used by the Kansas City
Southern, the Missouri-Kansas-Texas, E&& the Santa Fe railroads. The building
is approached at X grade level from Main Street on the northwest and also by =
steep curved driveway from the south. The depot is the only structure on the
site other than the covered wallkway that extends some 100 feet from the east
facade to the passenger tracks. Other covered walkway structures paralleling

the main passenger track have been removed.

The Joplin Unién Depot is & fireproof structure built of white-painted reinforced
concrete with wooden doors and window frames. The design of the station features
& central two-story core approximately 90 feet square with two 62-foot wide
single-story wings, one e#ﬁending to the north 96 feet and the other to the
south 99 feet. The central section contains eight rooms on the ground level

and four rooms on the second story. The main waiting rooms, situated in the
central core,ggiia two-stofy ceiling. A large ticket office, telegraph office,
and newsstand are located between the waiting room and the exteri&r walkway.

The second-floor rooms, on three aides of the central core, are accessible only
from the exterior. Most of these rooms provide a view down into the waiting room

through pivoted windoks, but most of these upper rooms are not improved. At one

time these small rooms provided office space for various railroad agents.

{‘-u
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The single-story north wing, countaining seven rooms, was designed for baggage
and freight handling facilities. A raised floor in the northern 34 feet of the
wing was constructed to accommodate freight carts and truck docking. A
restaurant, dining rooms, and {{itchen originally occupied the south wing, and
the heating plant is located in a basement below this appendage., The main
entrance to the Joplin Union Depot is approached by a drive~through covered
way, or "Port Cochere'", as it was termed in 1910. The walkway.is a flat
concrete slab resting on four columns with simple ornamental caps that extend
through the roof, The slab is cantilevered beyond the columns. The exterior of
the depot is decorated with geometftcal ornamentation including.a heavy

base course of concrete, and several extended patterns in concrete applied at
the corners znd around the windows. The exterior wlls are capped at the roof
line with a heavy concrete band. The towers at the comers of the two—story-
core are cmbellished with applied rectalinear designs of concrete. These
patterns occur framing the windows and also provide a roof ballustrade. The
facade of both entrances to the central core is pierced with a series of five
graceful curtaine-wall arches, enclosed by steel windows and wooden doors which

provide access to the interior spaces., Wrought iron brackets occur frequently

Il

at the corners of the depot.-atiéhe rear portico facing the passenger tracks,

and over the freight doors on the north wing. At one time these brackets

supported frosted electric light globés. Another wrought iron bracket was
formerly suspended from the ceiling in the dinihg room and restaurant area.
The main rooms of the interior of the building have plaster ornamentation which

expresses a pattern similar to the exterior concrete work.

The depot has endured little remocdeling. In recent years, however, doors have
been cut intc the south wall at various window locations to accommodate a

Railway Express Agency office that had been housed in the large former dining
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room. - An elevated platform has been constructed in one corner of this
office to expedite the storage and handling of freight. The north wing
is no longer occupled. The second floor has been closed and the offices
that were there have been moved to the south wing where all railroad

operations are now handled,

Though the Joplin Union Depot has had little maintenence in recent years,
fortunately, all major structural and setilement cracks have been repaired

by pointing and caulking. There are relatively few cracks in the foundation
and walls, considering the extreme weight of the concrete building and the
fact that it was erected on the site of an early-mine. The building is
basically sound. The interior and exterior walls are all straight and plumb.
‘The large fenestration #reas are still 0perabl€2§§§ehinged, and stable

where fixed. Today, however, the exterior is in need of repainting. But for

a building that represents a pioneeﬁﬁgsi%ELA%%icularly innovative construction
technique, the Joplin Union Depot has snown an ability to withstand the

elements.
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#3 (statement of significance)

.Joplin Union Depot

The‘Joplin Union Depot in Joplin, Missouri, was designed by Louis Curtiss

in 1910 and'complcted in 1911. The depot is one of the Kansas City Architecti's
better known buildingleGnstructed of reinforced concrete. This particular
building, along with other 6oncfeterstructures both in Kansas City and on
America's western railroads, helped estéblish Curtiss' reputation as an
inﬁovative architect of the early modern period. Although Louis Curtiss is
récognizéd principally for his Qesigns in Kansas City, the Joplin Union Depot
is.also a primary example of "modern" or contemporary railroad architecturc.l
The station bears little rpéémbiancg to other depots of the early twentieth

century, most of which were patterned along more traditional classic styles.

;"Louis'Curtiss (1865-1924) is vaguely rememberea as a strange and eccentric

man of éxceptional talent, onc‘who combined.unusuél ofiginality,with,é strong
feeling for.tradipional sf&les." An eafly proponant of simplicity in.design gnd
“straightforward" expression of structure, Curtiss was oppoéed to the prevalent
Neo-Classmclsm of the late nlneteenth century. The Archltect's de51gns ranged “

- from cottage homes to rallroad statlons, theaters, hotels and a building for

the St. Louis WOrld's Fair in 1904. Curtiss is eSpec1a11y 51gn1f1cant as a pioneer 1n.
the development of relnforced concrete construction and was an early advocate
of'the concept of functional architecture. Many of hia buildings are.progenltors .
- of- some of today's stfuqfur;lf#ﬂd #csthetic'conc;pts. Yet, according to a |
biographer, most of Louis Cuftiéé; designs are unfécognized,.and relatively

" Jlittle is known of the architect himself.®

The theme of recurrant geometric shapes expressed in the facades of the Joplin

Union_Depot was pbséible because of thg'property of concrefg to flow-and

“w
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s0lidify into various forms established by the mold. This qualify of

plasticity was recognized by Architect Curtiss who put it to great use in
ornauenting his reinforced-concrete buildings. These designs occur both

outside and inside the Joplin Union Depot, and are repeated in finer detail

on the plaster-finished ceilings and walls. The angular theme of the building
facades is interrupted only in the main two~story central portion of‘the‘
structure, where five,large, arched windows embellish the front and rear walls.
These windowsiextend from the lower floor line to the second floor and rcpresentl

an early appliéation of Curtiss' curtain-wall technique.

The Joplin Union Depot is stylistically similar to two of Curtiss' early-modern
buildings in Kansas clty. the Boley(Katz)Bulldlng, and the so-called Louis
Curtiss Studio Bulldlng at 1116-1120 McGee Street. lee the Joplin Union Depot,

‘the two Curtiss designs in Kansas City are also constructed on reinforced concrete anc

utilize the curtain-wall design.

Biographical~ Architect

Louis Curtiss was born in Canada in 1865 and came to Kansas City during the
late 1880's. He died in Kansas City in 1924%. The following biographical
summary of Curtiss was included in the Missouri State Historical Survey and
Planning Office's National Reglster Inventory form on the Boley Building and

Louis Curtiss Studlo.

"Curtiss‘ major contributions to the development of modern architecture took
place in the earliesf years of the twentieth century. As the assistant super-
intendent of buildings in’Kansas City in 1890, Curtiss had the opportunity to
work on the plans for the City Hall. In response to these problems, he devised

a system of building the structure entirely on caissons, The foundations were
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completed in 1890, three years bef;re Adler and Sullivan's 1893 Chicago

Stock Ixchange, which is usually considered the first building partially
to use caissons for additional structural support, and nine ycafs before
Chicago's 1899 Methodist Book Concern which is considered to be the first

3

building supported entirelj on Caissons,

Curtiss also experimented with suspended building structures. In 1906 he
built:a.two stofy'structure at 1105 McGee Street, Kansas City. Here, not

only the facade of plate glass, sheet copper® and terra cotta, but also

the entire floor structure‘ for the bays directly behind the facade were
suspended by one-and-one-half fool square steel hangers from a forty-two

foot plate girder at the roof line.

Curtiss' innovations in architectural engineering mgtir_him an important
position in the developmeant oflmodcrn building, and his influénqe may be
stronger than previqusly suppésed. Dankmar Adler was present at the reading
.of the paper on the foundations of Kansas City's City Hall, and Willis Polk knew
Curtiss personally when both were members of the ald Kansas Giﬁy Architectural
' Ske£ch Cll_z.b.l'L It is highly probable that Curtiss served as aisource of

_ inspiration for the'Chicagb_Stqék Exchange.
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